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Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2009

Havasupai A/B Rooms

Please email corrections to Faculty.Senate@nau.edu  
1. Call to order: 






  Bill Culbertson
President Bill Culbertson called the meeting of the NAU Faculty Senate to order in the Cline Library Assembly Room 3:01 pm.

Members Present:  Sylvester Allred, Cyndi Banks, Nancy Barron, Laura Blank(attending telephonically), Roger Bounds, David Brumbaugh, Rebecca Campbell, Wendy Campione, William Cone, Bill Culbertson, Joyce DeVoss(attending telephonically), Jay Farness, Marcus Ford, Bruce Fox, Bill Grabe, Liz Grobsmith, Rosalinda Haddon, John Haeger, Natalie Hess (attending telephonically), Karen Jarratt-Snider(attending telephonically), Gae Johnson, Chunhye Lee, Rich Lei, John Masserini, Emily McKay, Dave McKell, Louise Lockard (for Catherine Medina), Michelle Miller, Larry Mohrweis, Roderic Parnell, Jim Pinto, Allen Reich, Jon Reyhner, Reed Riner, Blase Scarnati, Erik Schiefer, Daniel Schmidt, Jacquelyn Schwandt, Karen Sealander, C.J Smith, Laura Sujo-Montes, Kristen Waring, and Marsha Yowell. 
Members Absent Thom Alcoze, Sara Aleman, Barbara Austin, Steven Cernohous, Rom Coles, Terry Crites, Alex Finkral, Jessica Fitchett, Heidi Fogelberg, Jean Ann Foley, Josh Hewes, Lenka Hospodka, Astrid Klocke, Heather Martel, Phillip Mlsna, Wilbert Odem, Nando Schellen, George Speer, Julie Swann, Kathleen Templin, Monica Torres, David Vining and Glen Wilson.

Others present: David Bousquet, Cynthia Chilcoat, G.T. Fowler, Marylou Galyon (CSAC Rep), and Mark Neumayr. 
2. Acceptance of Agenda and Approval of Minutes 

  
Bill Culbertson  
The agenda was approved with changes made to accommodate the President’s schedule.  
3. Faculty Senate President’s Report




Bill Culbertson
Bill began by welcoming everyone and explaining that he has invited Mark Neumyr, GT Fowler, and Dianne Verkest to address the Senate regarding the issues of the new legislation regarding guns in parked cars and a proposed change to benefits for dependents.  He also stated that the new senator orientation meeting would begin immediately following today’s meeting which is expected to end at 4:30.  During this meeting, new senators will receive a Faculty Senate notebook with pertinent information and time to discuss questions they may have. Bill next outlined that in Item 6 of the agenda, President John Haeger will be discussing possible changes in the system architecture and in the Distance Learning curriculum. He finished by thanking last year’s Faculty Senate for their cooperation in dealing with the budget cuts and working in collaboration with the administration to create a furlough plan with faculty input.

4. Vacancies for Committees and Councils 



Blase Scarnati                          
Blase Scarnati, in his capacity of Faculty Senate Vice President, explained the various vacancies on Senate Councils and Committees as well as Senate Liaison vacancies to University Committees. He called for nominations and proceeded to fill the vacancies as follows: Michelle Miller was elected for a 2 year term to the Planning and Budget Council; John Masserini was elected for a 3 year term to the Planning and Budget Council; Chunhye Lee was elected for a 2 year term to the Faculty Rights and Responsibilities Council; Gae Johnson and William Grabe were elected to 1 year terms on the Nomination and Election Committee; Rosalinda Haddon, Cyndi Banks, and Allen Reich were elected for 1 year terms to the Bylaws Committee; and Marsha Yowell and David Brumbaugh were elected to 1 year terms to the Budget Committee.  Bill Culbertson added that we also will need to replace Laura Sujo-Montes as Senator at Large for the Spring semester during her sabbatical.  Dave McKell was selected to serve as Senator at Large for Spring 2010 in Laura’s absence.  
5. Report from the President                                                                     President Haeger
President Haeger stated he had just a few announcements.  He discussed the various construction projects slated for this year.  He also apologized for the possible traffic snags that may take place during this time.  He then began discussion of the proposed budget cuts for FY10 and what we may expect in the budgets for FY11 and FY12.  Based on this big picture the university will have to move forward and make the needed adjustments.  He discussed the strategy of looking at curriculums of all colleges including distance learning; as well as possible retirement packages offerings for faculty.  He encouraged everyone to begin thinking creatively and send him their suggestions.  He then entertained questions.
6. Report from the Provost 





Provost Grobsmith

Provost Liz Grobsmith also stated that she had only a few announcements.  First, she offered her congratulations to Rebecca Campbell and the honors program for a wonderful event.  She next announced that the university retention rates went up this year and she recognized and thanked the faculty for their hard work in this effort.  She next stated that we are going to focus on our delivery and what we do.  ABOR has asked all three universities to reduce their time to degree and increase their number of baccalaureate degrees.  In order to meet these expectations various steps are underway and in review.  Provost Grobsmith then distributed information regarding the Academic Program Review for the 2009-2010 year.  Included in this report was the following website: http://www2.nau.edu/~d-ugstdy/apr/index.html.  She also noted that her office is reviewing the number of credits required for each baccalaureate degree and the use of competency exams.  She then stated another report regarding liberal studies courses in each major will be distributed to the faculty once it is ready.  She closed by stating that Harvey Charles is working on the possibility of delivering programs in India and China.  She then entertained questions.  

7. Gun Policy Update                



GT Fowler/Mark Neumayr
(This item was taken up earlier in the meeting)

NAU Police Chief, G.T. Fowler and NAU Legal Counsel, Mark Neumayr addressed the Senate in light of the policy being enacted as a result of a newly passed Arizona law allowing guns on campus property in a person’s car in a locked container.  G.T. explained that the law clearly states that this must go into effect as of September.  The police chiefs of all three university campuses are united in their opposition to this law, but must uphold the law as written.  They believe guns should not be allowed on campuses and plan to continue to work to repeal the law in the coming year.  Bill added that the Arizona Faculties Council also is in opposition of this bill.  G.T. and Mark then entertained questions and discussion ensued.  A motion was made stating: the NAU Faculty Senate, as the elected representatives of the academic faculty, opposes the new law allowing guns in locked vehicles on campus.  We are concerned for the safety of our students, staff and faculty.  We endorse the use of all legal means to rescind this law as it impacts the university community.  A vote was called and the motion passed.  The vote was 1 abstention; 2 nays all others voted yea.  
8. HR Benefits Update 




Dianne Verkest/Mark Neumayr                                    
(This item was taken up earlier in the meeting)

Mark Neumayr and Cynthia Chilcoat, Associate Director of Human Services, (in Dianne Verkest’s absence) addressed the Senate regarding proposed changes to benefits.  Cynthia  stated that there is a proposal for changes to the healthcare benefits of dependents.  However, at this time, no decisions have been made regarding this matter.  They are hopeful that any proposed changes will not take affect until next year.  She added that tuition waiver benefits are not part of this proposed change.  Tuition waivers are a university decision, not a decision made by ABOR.  There are no changes being proposed to those benefits.  They then entertained questions and discussion ensued.  
9. Announcements/New Business                                                              Bill Culbertson
Bill called for any announcements or new business.  At this time the following motion was made: The Faculty Senate, as the elected representatives of the academic faculty, strongly opposes the pending changes to domestic partner and dependent benefits and instructs the Faculty Senate to establish a subcommittee to investigate and address these concerns further.  Discussion ensued.  A vote was called and the motion passed.  The vote was 1 abstention; all others yea.   

10. Adjourn                                                                                                   Bill Culbertson
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:03 pm. The next meeting will take place Monday, November 2, 2009 in the Havasupai A and B Rooms of the University Union
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